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Council Votes Rezoning 


By Karen DeYoung 
wvastington Post Stall Writer 


The Prince George's County 
Council yesterday approved a 
zoning amendment that would 
allow ABC Scenic Altractions, 
Ine, owner of ‘The Wildlife 
Preserve in Largo, to build a 

$30 million theme amusement 
park on the 5-acre site of the 
inoney-losing wildlife facility, 

ABC requested the new 
zoning to ereale a special 
exception allowing com- 
mercial recreational at- 
fractions ta exist in rurally 
zoned areas, The firm has 
outlined plans fora theme 


park that would be a direct 


competitor to similar | facilities 
in the aren, sneh as Virginia's 
Kings Dominion and Baseh's 
üld Country parks, 

Plans for the theme park, 
Which still must be approved 
by the park and planning 
COMMISSION, zoning examiner 
and the Coumei include a 


simulated South American 


` 


town, an American logging 
camp, a colonial square and a 
fabricated mountain with 
amusement rides, 

ABC officials said the theme 
park, which they expeet to 
draw a maximum of 14,000 
visitors each day, would 
generate $ million in annual 
fax revenue for the county, in 
addition to providing jobs fur 
20 ta 
and 1.800 seasonal workers, 
Officials said a 197E eom- 
pletion date for the project 
wasa “Dall park figure,” 

several citizens” groups in 
commiunilies bordering the 
ABC property objected to the 
special exeeplion zoning an 
grounds that Central Avenue 
(tec 2h, whieh runs in [ronl 
oto dhe presem wildlife 
preserve, was unable lo 
hante additional traffic, 


Central Avenue has been 


piven priority [ar upgrading 


hy the County Council, but- 
“stale highway officials have 


indicated that, with present 


Change” 


a00 full-time workers. 


for 


linaneial restrictions an road- 
building, it will fake at least 


-eight years lo get funds for 


that road i Improvement, 
ABC marketing official 
Michael T, Donahoe said the 


Wildlife park, which opened in 


duly, 1974, was “not linan- 


caly viable, based on the last 


year and a ball of 
formance, 

“Wild animal parks are no 
longer in vogue,” Donahoe 
said, "We got in at the peak of 
their popularity, but it was 
also the beginning of the 
downhill slide, We offered an 
educational experience, and 
found out that guests want to 
he chtertained and excited 
instead,” 

The wildlife park has been 
closed since Oel, 12, and 
Donahoe yesterday refused to 
Hive The Washington Post 
permission to photogs iph the 


per- 


faeit ties. “lverything is 


already stripped down, The 
animals are in winlerized 
holding areas, or have been 


esery 


By Ken Feil -Tho Washington Post 


transported down to our other 
properties in Florida, he 
sid, 

The park was criticized 
cartier in the year after an 
article in a local magazine 
pictured animals "win- 
terized” in small, dark cages 
for months at a time, 

The article also eriticized 
the wildlife park's; “petting 
zoo’ concept, where visitors 
were allowed to pel and hold 
exotie beasts, saying it caused 
an abnormally high animal 
death rate, 

Donahoe cited that article, 
which appeared in the May 
issue of The Washingtonian 
magazine as an ‘example of 
the kind ol “misin- 
terprelation™ that oceurs 
when picture-taking by the 
media is allowed, He stressed 
that the park had been in 
specled on several occasions 
and that the highest standards 
af animal care were main- 
tained. 
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ABC also owns and operates 
the highly successful Silver 
Springs and Weeki Wachce 
family entertainment parks in 
Florida. in addition tò The 
Historie Towne of Smithville 
in New Jersey, 


Meanwhile, in the last 
sessions of the current 
legislative vear the Council 
Monday and yesterday passed 
a bill that would raise taxi 
rates in the county to 90 cents 
for (he first four-sevenths ofa 
mile and 10. cents for each 
additional one-seventh of a 
mile, Previous rates were 90 
cents for the first five-sixths of 
a mile. Fifty cents will be 
charged for each additional 
passenger, and an additional 
50 cents for. each additional 
passenger transported over 
the county line, 


A new section to the county 
_landiord-tenant code requires 
landlords to provide that lease 
agreements, for apartments 
located within flood hazard 


areas- contain an 
acknowledgement of flooding 
danger. 
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